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SUNDAY, JULY 14

JOURNEY THROUGH ACTS
ACTS 14
“FACING DEATH”



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14&version=NIV

SERMON DOODLES -+ ILLUSTRATIONS



MONDAY, JULY 13

ACTS 14:1-4 | THE PEOPLE OF ICONIUM

We start our week some 90 miles southeast of Pisidian
Antioch. Remember Paul & Barnabas left Antioch because
some of the people started persecuting them. Iconium is
another important town in the area of Galatia. It was known
as the capital of ancient Lycaonia. This capital city housed
between 30,000-80,000 people and was an important
military town for the Romans in the area.

Once Paul and Barnabas arrived in Iconium they got right
to work and the people they met were their usual crowd.
They first went to the synagogue in town and started to
teach. We don't hear that they were invited like they were
last week, but they speak nonetheless. With the persuasive
words that they speak, many Jews and Gentiles believed.
Of course, the jealousy of the other Jews stirred up some
division. The Greek word literally means to make evil or to
make bitter. The Jews were building up this evil and bitter
spirit towards Paul and Barnabas. This did not stop Paul
and Barnabas from speaking the truth, and God also
provided miraculous ability to show His power through
them. All of that still wasn’'t enough to convince some of
the people in Iconium and so there remained a division.

I'm guessing some of us have been in a situation like this
before where we are sharing good news with someone and
immediately a “friend” of theirs comes and tells them our
good news is wrong. It's as if a tug of war for the soul of the
person is happening between good and evil and each side
is using a person like you and me to speak the perspective.
Sometimes people hold fast to the truth that was placed in
their lives by the Holy Spirit and others choose to firmly
plant themselves in a life of deception. The more they plant
themselves in deceit, the more they convince themselves it
is the truth and fight even harder. In Iconium there is a clear
division between those who believe and those who don't.
When that happens, | suggest you ask God to open the eyes
of the unbelievers to the truth of who God is.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A1-4&version=NIV

SONG:

“Confident” - Steffany Gretzinger & Bobby Strand

KID'S QUESTION:

How do you react to people that always think they are
right? Do you speak up or stay quiet?

ADULT/YOUTH QUESTION:

Tell of a time where someone came into a conversation
you were having and argued with you and tried to
convince people there that you were wrong and they
were right. How did it end?

PRAYER:

Lord, | pray that you continue to grant us boldness to
speak the truth in the midst of division and deception.
Lord, may Your voice cut clearly through the noise.



https://youtu.be/G3qGssYNdkU?si=xXb9efh9pFXCP0EM

TUESDAY, JULY 16

ACTS 14:5-7 | THE PROBLEM IN ICONIUM

As is typical when you are doing the work of the Lord, you
do not have to look too hard for problems to arise. We see
again that the threats go from verbal to physical quickly.
Until now in Iconium there had just been verbal attacks
against Paul and Barnabas, but now the word is out that
they want to mistreat and stone them. The word mistreat
here in the Greek means to speak rudely of them and to
treat them with shame. Thankfully Paul and Barnabas were
made aware of this action that was about to happen and
were able to escape.

For Paul and Barnabas this was their first official death
threat of the trip. We have already heard of two disciples
dying for their faith and they won’t be the last. In fact, of the
12 disciples, it is thought that 11 of them will die from
persecution and 1 will die a “normal” death. Facing death
was common for the early church and yet it expanded over
the known world. We will see later this week Paul’s reaction
to a near death experience. It makes me wonder what we
would do in the face of a death threat? For Paul & Barnabas,
they quickly remove themselves from the situation and go
speak the name of Jesus in other cities. Sometimes when
problems arise, you must remove yourself from the
situation and go do what God is calling you to do.

As we saw a few chapters ago with James and Peter, it is
not just the Jews that are coming after the Christians now.
In the town of Iconium there are both Jews and Gentiles
that are believing and both who are actively planning to
hurt Paul and Barnabas. Christianity is now catching the
attention of all the peoples in the world and not just the
religious few. In our world today we see the same things
happening. We see religious folks and unbelieving people
stand arm-in-arm against true faith in Jesus Christ.
They demean and speak rudely of those who would dare
stand for the truth. May we be ready to stand boldly like
Paul and Barnabas in a world that is quickly turning away
from God.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A5-7&version=NIV

SONG:

“Surrounded By Holy” - Bethel Music, Zahriya Zachary

KID'S QUESTION:

Tell your family something you have experienced that
jolted your faith. How did you move past it?

ADULT/YOUTH QUESTION:

What is the worst thing you have faced for your faith?

PRAYER:

Lord, | pray that you will grant us wisdom and safety in
our mission for you. Lord, we want to speak your truth
everywhere it will be received.



https://youtu.be/zx3SA7WU53w?si=U6YZLjlCjQm3G8GY

WEDNESDAY, JULY 17

ACTS 14:8-18 | THE PEOPLE OF LYSTRA

After Paul and Barnabas escaped death in Iconium,
they traveled 20 miles south to the town of Lystra.
Lystra was a diverse community that had a temple to Zeus,
but not to God. This was possibly the first community that
they visited that did not have a Jewish temple and so the
story of their ministry here starts with the healing of a man
who was crippled. As Paul was telling others about Jesus,
this man listened and believed. Paul could see that the
man had faith and so he invited him to stand up and walk.
Immediately the man stood up and began walking.

In the past this led people to declare their faith in Jesus
Christ. Unfortunately, here in Lystra it led people to declare
that Paul and Barnabas were the gods Zeus and Hermes.
It is understandable that this would happen. When they did
miraculous signs in the non-religious or the Jewish towns,
it was natural to those listening to point to God most high
and believe that Jesus did really come. In a town that has
only believed in false gods, it would be natural to miss the
teaching and assume that the power comes from their god.
Thinking that the power was from Zeus and Hermes, they
started to worship Paul and Barnabas as gods. Remember a
few chapters ago when Herod was worshipped as a god?
Paul and Barnabas react differently than Herod. They tear
their clothes and shout, “We are just men like you!.
Their testimony of God continues as they declare the one
true God as God over all.

Once again, Paul and Barnabas run into religious people,
but for the first time it is a group of people who believe in
other gods. With much convincing and pointing to Jesus,
they were able to convince the people of Lystra that they
were merely messengers of the true God. I'm guessing not
many of us have had the issue of being mistaken for a god.
May we learn from Paul and Barnabas to humble ourselves
and keep pointing to God alone in all we say and do.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A8-18&version=NIV

SONG:

“All to Him" - Hillsong Worship

KID'S QUESTION:

What does it mean to be humble? Is it always easy to be
humble? Tell of a time you were misunderstood and
needed to be humble.

ADULT/YOUTH QUESTION:

When have you had someone misunderstand what
you were trying to say? How were you able to fix the
misunderstanding?

PRAYER:

Lord, | pray that our words will be clear and that others
who hear them will see you and not give glory to anyone
or anything else.



https://youtu.be/aYmtswdKWzM?si=1w29suHjuKkvB4iT

THURSDAY, JULY 18

ACTS 14:19-20 | THE PROBLEM IN LYSTRA

Have you ever heard the statement, “Their past caught up with
them”? This is often used to declare when someone must take
responsibility for an action they did earlier in life. For a while,
they had gotten away with their bad behavior, but they finally
are dealing with the consequence of their poor choice.
In some ways that is what happened here with Paul and
Barnabas. The people of the last two communities they had
ministered in followed them to Lystra, and while in Lystra they
convinced the local people that Paul and Barnabas were bad
and in need of the death penalty.

This is the second time in as many communities where Paul
and Barnabas face death, and in this community, the people
are almost successful. They circle around Paul and start to
stone him until his body lay lifeless on the ground. Assuming
he is dead, they drag his body outside of town and leave it for
the vultures to devour. Soon we see a group of new disciples
who are just days old in the faith come out to pay their
respects to Paul, the one who had told them about Jesus.
As the disciples gathered, Paul started to move and, in a
moment, there was a miraculous healing. Paul rose from the
ground and instead of running this time, he walked right back
into the town of the people who tried to kill him. After
spending the night there, he went on 60 miles southeast to
Derbe.

Paul and Barnabas faced the most serious problem in this
world and that is physical death. Anything that could be done
to end this life is the greatest problem while we are on this
planet. Yes, | know that there is life after death and that the
greatest problem is those not believing in Jesus Christ, but as
long as we live on this earth, the greatest physical problem
would be having our life ended by someone else. The people
of the three communities Paul visited tried their hardest to
end his life and yet Paul boldly walked right back into town to
presumably preach and get some rest before moving on.
Again, many of us won’t face physical death, but how will you
and | respond to personal attacks? Whether it be verbal,
emotional, or physical, how will we respond? May we respond
with boldness and faith as Paul did.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A19-20&version=NIV

SONG:

“Even Unto Death” - Audrey Assad

KID'S QUESTION:

How do you respond when someone attacks you?

Maybe with just words, but your reaction speaks volumes!
Talk with your family about the correct way to respond,
with boldness and faith!

ADULT/YOUTH QUESTION:

How would you respond to someone who just tried to Kill
you?

PRAYER:

Lord, help us to see that there is more to our existence than
this world. Lord, | pray that we will fight for the eternal life of
others more than our physical life.



https://youtu.be/uAfp8vg4Jz8?si=IfwFGc0ND2AG1hwL

FRIDAY, JULY 19

ACTS 14:21-25 | THE JOURNEY HOME

How good are you at checking in? Many of us are good at
meeting the needs of others or being present in the midst of
tragedy, but how good are we at checking in a week, month,
or year later? Although we met the need in the moment,
that doesn’t mean that all the needs have been met. | recently
heard someone praying on behalf of those who are working
through grief years later. The same goes with growing in faith.
If someone puts their trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior,
they will need accountability and encouragement the rest of
their lives. We all know how easy it is to be distracted and lose
focus and so Paul decides it is time to head back, but he
doesn’'t go the most direct route home. Instead, he puts the
camel in reverse and retraces many of the steps he took to get
there.

Paul and Barnabas make sure that the believers in Derbe,
Lystra, Iconium, Pisidian Antioch, & Perga are set up to succeed.
The journey out was meant to help them know Jesus, and the
journey back was to help them be firm in their belief no matter
what comes up. I'm sure Paul shared personal stories when he
told them that there will be many hardships. Often today we
talk about coming to Jesus and you will receive life eternal.
We like to focus on the glitz and glamour of a loving God who
gives good gifts and He does, but that is not all that makes
up a Christian life. The Christian life in this world will have
difficulties because a Christian life will often be in conflict with
the worldly lives around us. That is why Paul needed to return
to encourage these churches. They were going to have people
in conflict with them and Paul wanted them to stand strong in
the midst of disagreement and even physical harm.

| love that Paul cared for the people. Again, he didn’t put
his physical well-being above the need of the local church.
He visits the three towns that made up the gang that tried to
kill him. He could probably pick out the names of the people in
the community that these early believers would have to deal
with personally as well. May we learn the importance of two
things in this passage. First, may we learn the importance of


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A21-25&version=NIV

personal spiritual growth to ground us in our faith. Second, |
pray we see the importance of mentoring and checking in on
other Christians to encourage their faith journey. May we be
sons and daughters of encouragement like Barnabas was as we
walk with fellow believers on their faith journey.

SONG:

“Talking to Jesus” - Brandon Lake & Thomas Rhett

KID'S QUESTION:

Is there someone in your life that “checks in” on you and your
faith walk? How can you help someone else with their walk with
God?

ADULT/YOUTH QUESTION:

Who is mentoring you? Who do you mentor?

PRAYER:

Lord, show me who | should check in on today. Guide my mind
to reach out to them and help them on their journey.



https://youtu.be/N9Rgb27afss?si=j3RTDWcfGiZwRhWz

SATURDAY, JULY 20

ACTS 14:26-28 | THE REPORT

All good trips must come to an end. As | am writing this, our
youth have been home for a couple days since their latest
mission trip. It's nice to be home I'm sure, but the memories
of what God did during the trip make you want to go back
and experience His deep presence over and over again.
| remember going to a conference that changed my faith
and my life forever. Each year | would go back and bring
someone with me. Each time | returned home | wanted
everyone at home to experience what | had experienced,
and though stories are good, it is so hard to fully explain
what God did while you were down there.

Paul and Barnabas have now arrived back at the church
that sent them on this mission trip. Immediately they start
telling stories of what God did. They told of the places they
visited that had synagogues and temples to Greek gods.
They told of the people who invited them to share their
faith in Jesus, those who got jealous and those who
thought they were gods. They told of the people who were
transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit through the
truth of Jesus and how those churches are now firmly
growing in the faith. They also shared about the problems
they faced. They talked about the jealous hatred,
they talked about the division, they talked about the death
threats and the near-death experiences that they had.
Oh, the places, the people, and the problems that Paul and
Barnabas faced. It was now time for them to find rest in
their home church and to prepare for what God has next
for them.

As we think about our students who just returned from the
trip, | invite you to go and talk to them about what they
experienced in Kentucky. Ask specific questions about
where they saw God and how God showed up to transform
lives. Let's become a community who are storytellers.
May we always be ready to declare what we have seen God
do in our lives and in the lives of others. Let's sit back, listen
and celebrate the movement of the Lord.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A26-28&version=NIV

SONG:

“Power” - Elevation Worship

KID'S QUESTION:

Have you experienced a “God sighting” lately? Did you tell
someone about it? God’s power is amazing. Be sure to
share your experiences with others!

ADULT/YOUTH QUESTION:

Share a story of where you have been the power of God
lately.

PRAYER:

Lord, open our eyes to see what you are doing in our area
and then boldly proclaim your movement to others.



https://youtu.be/F6C6LLRf2Ow?si=pJWGVjJqYml2o8Fm

