Our members who are celebrating an "Over 80” birthday this month:
Dorothy Vander Weide
309 Elm St P.O. Box 49
Maurice, IA 51036
*Dorothy will celebrate her
80th birthday on May 1

Wanda Hofmeyer
607 Georgia Ave. SW
Orange City, IA 51041
*Wanda will celebrate her
83rd birthday on May 13

Stan Van Ommeren
318 Pine St. P.O. Box 73
Maurice, IA 51036
*Stan will celebrate his 83rd
birthday on May 23

Russel Van Peursem
1007 4th St. NW
Orange City, IA 51041
*Russel will celebrate his 94th
birthday on May 23

Hospitalizations…


We pray for our church family who have been hospitalized or have health concerns: Chris Budden,
Brent De Kok, Isaac Schmidt, Linda Zevenbergen, Val Dykstra, Ruth Heidebrink, Loren Vander Schaaf,
Lorna Bylsma, Daryl Holtrop, Eileen Wichers, John Vander Stelt, Rachel Leusink

Sympathy…





We extend our sympathy to Linda & Roger Wissink in the passing of Linda’s brother, Jeff Meyer.
We extend our sympathy to Butch & Linda Vander Laan as Butch’s dad, Bud, passed away.
We extend our sympathy to Gary & Julie Hegstad in the passing of Gary’s dad, Glen.
We extend our sympathy to Rod & Darlene Kluis in the passing of their sister-in-law, Malon Smits.

Congratulations…


Congratulations to Trevor Jasper & Danielle Reinke who were united in marriage on April 13.
God’s blessings to you both in this new chapter!

New Address…


Rog & Nov Van Regenmorter
106 Tallahassee Ave. SE
Orange City, IA 51041

Congregation Thank You Notes


Butch & Linda Vander Laan - Thank you for the prayers, cards, food, and words of comfort following the
passing of Butch’s dad. Special thank you to Pastor Wick for his visit. We appreciated it.



Loren Vander Schaaf - I would like to thank all of those who showed so much care and concern for me
through my prostate surgery. Whether it was your visits, hugs, cards, texts, phone calls, or food that was
delivered, everything meant so much. A special thank you to the men in our church that have already
gone through this in their lives and gave words of encouragement before and after surgery. Shellie and
I have truly been blessed by the family at MRC.
We apologize if we inadvertently missed anyone

Thank You Notes Continued…


Grandma Wanda - Thank you for remembering me on my birthday. I received so many cards with
special notes in them—flowers and other gifts. I’m so blessed to be a part of my special Maurice
Church.



Wilma Vander Stelt - Thank you to everyone who remembered me on my birthday and made my
day extra special. I’m so blessed to be a part of the MRC family.

Missions & Partners Thank You Notes


Sanford Children’s Hospital - Wow, Bonnie & Maurice Reformed Church...your group rocks! We just
can’t thank you enough for these wonderful gift cards! They will bring such joy and help us be able
to purchase things we need for the kiddos.. Your kindness is so appreciated. Thank you thank you!



Living Stone Prison Church - On behalf of Living Stone Prison Church, I would like to thank you for
your support. It means so much to us that we have men and women on the outside who believe in
the love and transforming power of Jesus Christ. I want you to know that God is at work in the Mike
Durfee State Prison. This is evident by the new video that was created to share with your
congregation. You can view this video at livingstoneprisonchurch.com. If you would like to receive
a DVD, please call Jason or Ruth and they will send one. Again, thank you so much for your
support and I hope you view this video to get a small glimpse of how God is working at Living
Stone Prison Church.

We are celebrating with one of the sons of Maurice Reformed Church…
On May 13, 2019, John Cleveringa will be graduating from Western Theological Seminary, Holland,
Michigan with a Master of Divinity Degree. His education has been in conjunction with Calvin
Seminary which allows him to seek candidacy for ordination within the Christian Reformed Church.
Since his graduation with a ministry degree from Northwestern College in 2001, John has served as
youth pastor in 3 churches in Michigan. Currently, he serves as the youth pastor at Haven Christian
Reformed Church in Zeeland.
John’s home church of Maurice has always played a significant role in his life. We are thankful to all
of you who poured into him in those formative years, thus
shaping his leadership abilities and inspiring him to pursue
ministry within the church.
John and his wife, Dana married in 2008 and are the parents
of Lucas (8); Ella (4); Kinsley (2). In addition to this milestone,
John celebrates his 40th birthday on May 6! Obviously, May is
a big month for celebrations! If you wish to write a note of
encouragement to John, his address is:
John Cleveringa
32 East Cherry Court
Zeeland, MI 49464

Easter Lilies Given in Memory
Thank you to everyone who purchased an Easter lily to help decorate our
sanctuary for Easter! What a beautiful way to remember your loved ones!
Name:
Gary & Dawn De Weerd and family
Lee & Sharon Plendl and family
Bill & Judy Vlietstra
Rog & Charlene Oolman
Daryl & Sandy Holtrop
Louis & Gloria Wierda
Rog & Nov, Darrel & Mick Van Regenmorter
Eileen Wichers and family
Larry & Rhonda Vande Kieft
Edith Kuiken and family
Tim & Molly Van Engen and boys
Wanda Kuiken and family
Brenda Herbst
Sadie Van Peursem and family
Brent, Becky, Rachel, Jake, and Noah Leusink
Sherwin & Rhonda Lassen
Wilma Vander Stelt
Alvis Van Beek
Preston & Heidi Van Peursem
Bill & Elaine Leusink and family
Mike & Audrey Vander Stelt
Michael & Laura Vander Stelt and family
Jason, Kristi, Jacob, Ethan, and Kaden Hargens
Jon & Amy Schmidt
Dan & Tonya Venema

In loving memory of:
Gilbert De Weerd; Chris Mulder
Ed & Lois Plendl; Howard & Edith Van Roekel
Henry & Wilma Engeltjes; Bill & Grace Vlietstra
Helen Oolman; Lee Palsma
Fred & Rena Holtrop; Harold & Sena Lenters
Bill & Laura Korver; Lewis & Lucille Wierda
Henry & Cynthia VR; Matt & Gert Huisman
Allen Wichers
Lois Klein; John Vande Kieft
Dave Kuiken
Tom Midland
Bud, Brian, Bruce, and Tim
Elwin Herbst
Marion Van Peursem
Rachel & Laurie Meendering
Evonne Jonker; Erwin & Sadie Lassen
John Vander Stelt and our parents
Marlene, Kadean, and Chaz
Deb Van Peursem
B. Jay Leusink
John Vander Stelt; Dick & Winifred Altena
Charles & Cordelia Boyd
Kaleb Hargens
Our grandparents
Corliss Venema; Julie McGee

Life Groups - A Place To Belong
When I was a kid, I got in trouble in school. The teacher made me sit on a stool in a
corner of the classroom and face the corner. I hated it! Suddenly I wasn’t a part of the
class anymore. I felt alone and singled out. I wanted to be part of the class again, not
sitting there in the corner by myself. As I look back at that experience, I understand
why she did that. We all want to be part of a group. That’s why we have a family, or
join a club, or a team—we want to “belong”. When I belong somewhere, I feel safe,
more fulfilled, needed.
Did you notice that there is a new line on the Life Group logo? “A Place To Belong”. As Life Groups
have grown at MRC we are finding that a major reason people join a Life Group is because it gives
them a place to belong. Life Groups are a place we feel needed & accepted. To “belong” is a
basic need in life.
Here are some comments from Life Group members - “To me, our Life Group is a place I can share
with, grow with, laugh and love with.” “We like our Life Group because we get to share our lives with
new friends.” “Our Life Group to me is important because outside of the group, I enjoy seeing our
Life Group friends during the week. It makes me feel good when we say, ‘How are you doing and
have a good day.’” “Being in a Life Group gives me a sense of belonging… I love the fellowship.”
You can become a part of a Life Group by calling the MRC office or talking to Marissa Maassen or
Don De Kok. Make the call - a Life Group is “A Place To Belong”.

The Search Team Journey
The search team has begun to meet. We are working with the consistory on
finalizing the position description for the Discipleship Pastor. We also have eaten
pizza. We hope to be meeting twice a month once we get into a routine.
The members of this team are Dan Bruxvoort, Dan DeVries, Deb Walter,
Kim Van Klompenburg, Lana Bruxvoort, Rob Hofmeyer, and Tracy Cleveringa.
Pray for this team and the search process as it moves forward.

LIBRARY NEWS
Summer is a great time to read a book. Check out the MRC Library! There are some new books on the
shelves. The newest books are marked with green tape.
For beginning readers:
Berenstain Bears Follow God’s Word (5 books in 1)
Berenstain Bears God Made the Seasons (I can Read!)
Berenstain Bears Shaggy Little Pony (I can Read!)
Berenstain Bears We Love Trucks (I can Read!)
The Berenstain Bears’ Kitten Rescue (I can Read!)
Juvenile Fiction: Ages 8-12
Beyond the Orphan Train Series by Arleta Richardson
Looking for Home
Whistle-Stop West
Prairie Homestead
Across the Border
Red Rock Mysteries by Jerry B. Jenkins & Chris Fabry
Haunted Waters
Stolen Secrets
Missing Pieces
Wild Rescue
Orphan Train Girl by Christina Baker Kline
Adult Christian Fiction:
Postcards from Pullman by Judith Miller – Dismissed by the Earl of Lanshire’s chef, Olivia Mott leaves
England for America with the daughter of her former employer. Finding work as a cook at an elegant hotel
in Pullman, Illinois, Olivia weaves a tangled web of deceit. Will she ever admit her past or continue lying to
preserve her new life?
In the Company of Secrets
Whispers Along the Rails
An Uncertain Dream
The Coffee Club Mysteries – 6 whodunits area brewing in Small-town Kansas
River to Redemption by Ann Gabhart

Summer IS coming!
Have you registered for summer camp at Inspiration Hills? It’s not too late to register,
even though there is a late fee now when you register. Check out the Inspiration
Hills brochure with the details about all the camps. If you need a brochure, there
are some in the mailbox area. Some camps are full, so be sure to register soon! MRC
does not cover late fees, and cost of camps vary, but MRC can help you with the
camp fee. The church will pay for ½ of the camp fee, up to $180.00. Also a reminder
to the parents, if you are covering the entire camp fee, or if your child is attending a
camp other than Inspiration Hills, please let the church office, Bonnie, or
Priscilla Jansma know, so your child can be added to the camp list.

There’s an exciting opportunity coming up on June 15 at MRC from 5:30-9:00 pm!
MRC is registered as a host site for the first ever Marriage Night simulcast event presented
by RightNow Media, and we would love for you to attend!
Marriage Night is a one-night event for married and engaged couples to laugh and learn
as they hear from marriage experts and discover how to honor God through their
relationship. The speaker lineup includes Francis and Lisa Chan, Les and Leslie Parrott,
and comedian Michael Jr.
Mark your calendar and plan to attend—it will be worth your time!
Tickets are available for $15 per person. Use the following link to register:
https://events.rightnowmedia.org/attendee/site/1618
Contact Pastor Ross if you have any questions!

VOLUNTEERING
AT MRC

NURSERY
If anyone would like to be added to the Nursery
Volunteer list, please contact Lisa Smit for more
information. Thanks.

Volunteers

Prayer Room - May

May 5

Adam & Ashley Maassen, Caleb Schrock

May 12

Rob & Heather Hofmeyer and family

May 19

Molly Van Engen, Anna Mulder,
Christa Van Donkelaar

May 26

Cindy Van Der Weide,
Svanna & Sierra Borchers

Date
May 5

Miranda Maassen

May 12

Colette Hofmeyer

May 19

LaDonna DeVries

May 26

Dyan Vander Sluis

Newsletter items are due on
May 20
May Welcome Schedule
Main door - Judy Vlietstra
Gym door - Bryan & Kelly Van Gelder
In honor of MEMORIAL DAY, we will be
worshipping in the Maurice Village Park,
Sunday evening May 26.
We will give thanks to God for our blessings we have
in America. We will also honor those who have given
their all for our country and the freedoms we have.
There will also be a flag folding ceremony and a flag
raising ceremony.
Elaine Leusink will share how faith in God helped their
family, when their son and brother B. Jay was killed in
action while serving in Iraq.
Special music by AJ Smit.
The service will begin at 5:30 p.m. with a meal
To follow.
Ray Van Gorp will be serving brats.
Chips and drinks will be provided.
We ask that each family bring a salad or desert to
share.
Remember your lawn chairs.
(In case of inclement weather we will be in
The Refuge)

May Memory Verse

The carnival was a huge success! THANK YOU to all who helped make it such
a great night of fun and fellowship!

Sunday School
Sunday school ends on May 5. Thank you to each teacher that has made
an impact in the lives of our little ones this year! Your love and dedication
to helping kids learn about God is truly a blessing!
Be sure to thank your child’s teacher!

A reminder to all Sunday school and
Pioneer Club teachers: Please return your
binders to Bonnie’s office. You may put
them in the box outside of her office if she
is not there. Thanks!

Thank you to all who collected 40
items in 40 days during lent.
Many people have been blessed by
your generosity!

VBS Mission Offering this year will be to raise money for Journey Camp at
Inspiration Hills this summer!
Journey camp is designed for youth with challenging backgrounds, most commonly
described as ‘at-risk youth’. It is the goal to create an environment at camp that allows
these kids to escape the everyday pressure of their world and come and know who God is
and His love for them. There is a higher camper to counselor ratio to ensure that the
counselors have more time to spend with each camper. While camp cost for each
Journey camper is $340, scholarships are made so that it only costs each Journey camper
$20 to register. We do not want finances to be a hindrance for these campers to come so
let’s give to make as many scholarships as possible to keep the cost low.
Another part of our offering will go to give some Bibles to the camp to give out to any
Journey camp participant that does not own a Bible.
We appreciate your help to make this possible!

New friends • Creative games • Bible stories
Yummy snacks • Surprising adventures • Incredible music
Are you ready to begin your summer in the wild with ROAR? We would love to have you join
us at ROAR VBS! VBS will be held June 3-7 from 8:45-11:30 am at MRC.
Our mission offering for the week of VBS will be to raise money for Journey Camp at Inspiration
Hills (see more information about Journey Camp on the Children’s Ministry page)!
We still need willing hearts to help serve at VBS too! In order to make this amazing week
happen, we need many willing hands. We could still use guides and helpers, nursery help,
kitchen help, and adult bus riders, etc. If you are interested in helping out this year, you can
still volunteer. There are forms available at the Information Center or you can head over to
https://mrc.breezechms.com/form/vbsvolunteer6433 and register there as well!
Now is the time to get your kiddos registered as well! You can do this at our website,
https://mrc.breezechms.com/form/vbs20171395 or pick up a form at the Information Center.
Registrations are due May 12 so we can finalize our class lists, plan the right amount of snacks
and craft supplies, etc. Thank you for your cooperation in this! Free music CD’s will be
distributed the week of May 12 for those who register before the deadline. (If you register
after, you will receive your CD during the VBS week.) Church buses will again transport
students between Orange City and Maurice. The bus will make one stop in Orange City at
Kinderspeeland Park. Pick up time will be 8:20 a.m. each morning and drop off time will be
11:45 a.m.
If you have any questions, please contact Children’s Pastor Bonnie Wolf (567-4665 ext 103) or
one of the VBS Directors - Jamie Kamerman (737-7444), Jessica Oolman (360-0143) or Sara
Wielenga (441-9066). We are here to help!

“He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of
anything we have done but because of his own purpose and
grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the
beginning of time.”
- 2 Timothy 1:9

SCHEDULE:

Jr. GAP May Birthdays

May 1 - Final Jr. GAP - Lunch provided
May 8 - 8th Grade Supper - 6:00-8:00 pm

Jaylee Kamerman - May 2
Carson Jager - May 12

Haley Holverson - May 21
Jon Hathaway - May 25
Cole Venema - May 28

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Power Connection Minneapolis - Bethel University—July 23-28
Registration is open until May 1! Sign up is at www.synodyouth.org, click
on “Register Online” and continue to sign up for Power Connection.
The cost is $110 per participant. If this is an obstacle or hurdle for your
family at this time, please contact a Jr. GAP leader or Jon Eveland.
Stay Tuned - Summer Schedule - Even though Jr. GAP concludes for
the summer on May 1, we will have several summer events! Some of
the events that we have enjoyed over the past summers include a
campout, boating outing, movie nights, and Wild Water West.
STAY TUNED for the summer schedule coming out later this month!
Jr. GAP Youth Sunday - If you would like a copy of the Jr. GAP Youth Sunday
Service, please contact Jon Eveland.
8th Grade Supper - May 8 from 6-8 pm - The Refuge - 8th graders,
you are invited to our annual 8th grade supper, along with the
Jr. GAP leaders, to share a meal together, share memories and
highlights of God’s work in our lives over the last 3 years of Jr. GAP and to have a fun time of
fellowship! Please RSVP to Jon Eveland by Sunday, May 5. Looking forward to a great night
together!

As we come to a close for Jr. GAP this year, we are thankful for the amazing experiences,
things that we have learned about ourselves, each other & God, the friendships & bonds
formed & strengthened, and the ways in which we grew in our faith & in relationship with our
Savior Jesus Christ. There were so many great & remarkable memories that we experienced
together this year, that we must say ‘Thank You’ to God for His incredible faithfulness!
#WhoYouSayIAM #Chosen

“He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of
anything we have done but because of his own purpose and
grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the
beginning of time.
- 2 Timothy 1:9

SCHEDULE:

Sr. High May Birthdays

May 1 - Final Sr. High
*Lunch provided
May 9 - Senior Supper

Landon Hofmeyer - May 3
Miranda Mulder - May 16
Alex Van Donkelaar - May 19

Zach Oolman - May 20
Eric Plendl - May 25
Maddie Dekkers - May 27
Katie Plendl - May 27

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Sr. High Summer Mission Trip – July 13-20 – Eaglecrest Alaska Missions - We are under 3
months away from going to Sutton, Alaska for our Summer Mission trip serving with
Eaglecrest Alaska Missions! Our group consists of 30 students and 9 adults. We do intend
to have three team meetings prior to leaving, so check out that info below.
The remaining balance of $250 is due. Checks can be made out to MRC Sr. High.
If you have questions, please contact Jon Eveland or a Sr. High Youth Leader.
We are going to be meeting for pre-trip preparation and team building 3 times before we leave. The dates and times
for these meetings are:




Sunday, May 5 @ 6:30 pm
Sunday, June 2 @ 5:30 pm
Sunday, July 7 @ 5:30 pm

All pre-trip meetings will take place in the Sr. High Youth Room. Sunday, May 5 is a little later in the evening because
MOC-FV has their baccalaureate service at 4 pm and we want to make sure those Sr. Highers involved in that are
able to join us. We highly encourage all participants to come to these meetings. On a side note, we will have some
food each time we gather! Upon return from Alaska, we will get together as a team on Sunday, August 4 @ 5:30 pm
in the Sr. High Youth Room for a time of reflection, and remembering the faithfulness of God while in Alaska.
Senior Supper - May 9 - Seniors, you are invited to our annual Senior Supper, along with the Sr. High
leaders, to share a meal together, share memories and highlights of God’s work in our lives over your
time in Sr. High and to have a fun time of fellowship. The date is not quite nailed down yet, but will
be soon, so stay tuned! Excited for a great night together! We will be leaving church at 5:15 pm.
Senior Recognition Sunday - Sunday, May 26 - We are excited to celebrate with this year’s senior class
as they graduate! On this Sunday, we are going to recognize our seniors, celebrate them, share future
plans, and pray for them as they all begin a new chapter in their lives. We are so grateful for what God
has done in their lives, and we look forward to what He has in store for them going forward!
Stay Tuned - Summer Schedule - Even though Sr. High concludes for the summer on May 1,
we will have several summer events! Some of the events that we have enjoyed over the past
summers with Sr. Highers include a boating outing, movie nights, bonfires and yard games, and
Thunder Road. STAY TUNED for the summer schedule of events coming out later this month!
It is hard to believe that Sr. High concludes on May 1 for the summer! But we are so grateful for all that the Lord
has done, the things we have experienced together, the new time schedule, the forming of friendships and the
deepening of relationships with each other and in our faith with Christ. We look forward with eager excitement
and anticipation for the mission trip to Alaska in July also. Thank you to all the students, parents, and leaders for
making this an amazing youth group year in which we saw so much growth in numerous areas! Seniors, we are
prayerful and thrilled for your future, and know that God has done immense work in your lives during your time in
Sr. High and we are delighted to see what He has in store for you in this new chapter of life - and know you
always have a home at MRC! God is good!
#WhoYouSayIAm #Chosen

Morgan Feenstra is the
daughter of Brian &
Stephanie Feenstra. She will
be graduating from MOC
Floyd Valley and will be
going to the University of
South Dakota to study
social work & child welfare

Christa Van Donkelaar is
the daughter of Gary &
Cherie. She will be
graduating from MOC
Floyd Valley and plans to
attend Northwestern for
Art and maybe English

Amber Hathaway is the
daughter of Dan &
Lana Bruxvoort and Shawn
Hathaway. She will be
graduating from MOC
Floyd Valley and plans on
attending Northwestern
College in the fall.

Jordan Loft is the son of
Randy & Tracy Loft. He will
be graduating from Storm
Lake Senior High School and
plans on attending Iowa
Central Community
College, majoring in early
childhood education.

Sierra Grace Borchers is
the daughter of Brandy &
Carey Borchers. She will
be graduating from Unity
Christian High School & will
be joining YWAM (Youth
with a Mission) with
training in Myrtle Beach,
SC, and outreach in India.

Svanna Feruz Borchers is
the daughter of Brandy &
Carey Borchers. She will be
graduating from Unity
Christian High School and
will be attending the
University of South Dakota,
majoring in either Social
Work or Criminal Justice.

Jacie Van Wyk is the
daughter of Eric & Cheryl
Van Wyk. She will be
graduating from Unity
Christian High School and
plans on majoring in English
at the University of Iowa.

Ashley Deinken is the
daughter of Brian &
Michelle Deinken. She will
be graduating from Sioux
Center High School and
plans to attend
community college for
screenwriting.

Jaci Davis is the daughter
of Bill & Amy Davis. She will
be graduating from
MOC-FV and plans to
attend the University of
South Dakota, majoring in
Secondary English
Education.

Breanna Oolman is the
daughter of Brian & Kim
Oolman. She will be
graduating from MOC-FV
and plans on attending
Northwestern College to
study Elementary
Education.

Justin De Weerd is the son of
Gary & Dawn De Weerd.
He will be graduating from
MOC-FV and plans to
attend NCC for Auto Light
Duty Diesel Mechanics.

Brooke Venema is the
daughter of Dan & Tonya
Venema. Brooke will be
graduating from MOC-FV
and plans to attend St.
Luke’s College for
respiratory therapy.

Moments in Missions
The special offering for the month of April is: Seasons Center
(please mark your check or envelope with “Special” & place in the plate with your offering)

Mental Health Awareness Month - Seasons Center
To be healing as a whole, mental wellness plays a role. May is mental
health awareness month. In light of that, we are partnering with Seasons
Center for Behavioral Health for a Walk for Mental Health Awareness on
May 11 in Sioux Center. Seasons Center will also be our special offering for the month of May.
Seasons is located in 13 counties across northwest Iowa, including Sioux Center, Sibley, Spencer, and
Rock Rapids. Founded in 1959, Seasons Center for Behavioral Health continues to be a leading,
comprehensive behavioral health center in the northwest region of Iowa. Offering a broad range of
behavioral health services, Seasons recognizes that investing in behavioral health is investing in a
community’s economic, education, health and human services systems. Seasons strives to empower
individuals so they might become active, contributing members of their communities.
For more info about Seasons’ services, please visit www.seasonscenter.org or call 1-800-242-5101.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------Power Mission Opportunity
for Eric & Michael Vander Schaaf
We’d like to thank everyone who prayed for us while we
served with POWER Ministry along the Texas/Mexico
border late March into early April. We had a very full week
and saw God work in many lives. We’d like to give you a few
quick highlights from the week.
The first day, Friday, was spent in Reynosa building
relationships with students at Magdiel Bible Institute, a school
that POWER has invested in over several years. The following day, POWER hosted a carnival
attended by over 1,300 people. The carnival was at Refugio de los Niños, an orphanage that
POWER has supported and worked at over the years. Saturday’s carnival was a highlight for many
as it built relationships and connected the local church to the community. We saw many fathers
come with their kids which is encouraging as fathers in their culture are usually less involved with
family activities like this. On Sunday, we attended church at Alianza in Reynosa, POWER’s “home”
church in Mexico. Following the service, we drove to Faith Mission in Del Rio, Texas, our base for
work projects on Monday and Tuesday in Acuña, Mexico just across the border. Over 80 men were
on the trip for this week, so we were able to accomplish several small projects at various churches
& homes in the short amount of time we were there.
There really are many great stories of things that happened
throughout the week, but a highlight for both of us came
out of the unfortunate circumstances that led to our dad
not joining us. Over the course of the week, we were able
to record short video messages from many of the men who
worked with our dad on POWER trips over the past ten
years. It was really encouraging to see how many lives he
has been a part of through POWER, and we look forward
to another opportunity where the three of us can serve
together. - Michael & Eric Vander Schaaf

New Local Partnership with MRC & Hope Haven Day Habilitation
Starting May 6, there will be a Day Hab group supported by Hope Haven
that will meet five days a week at MRC. This group of Orange City
residents will gather on weekday mornings for devotions and planning
their day’s activities. Most days will include going out in to the community
and volunteering, or doing recreation or health activities. In the past,
many of the people receiving vocational services have been able to
work in sheltered work shop areas. Due to funding changes, those
opportunities have been discontinued. For some clients it is difficult to find work in competitive
community employment. The next best opportunity is a Day Hab group. Recently, MRC was asked if
they would consider having a Day Hab group during the week in our church facility. Both staff and
consistory have welcomed and agreed to this arrangement. MRC is one of several churches in the
area hosting a Day Hab group.
Specific Day Habilitation activities may vary by the day and according to the individual and group.
If you come into MRC during the week, you may see these individuals involved in some activities in
church. MRC staff are looking forward to sharing devotional experiences during the week. And this
group will be looking for opportunities to serve, both in the church facility as well as in the
surrounding community. Stop, greet, welcome and get to know them. Pray for their adjustment to a
new area in our church and community and for MRC to be a welcoming place for them where they
can thrive and serve.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

May 2019
Sunday

Monday

5

6

Pray with Vasya
and Maranda
Heytsi in the
Ukraine as they
work with their
church, kids clubs,
and outreaches to
the nearby village
of Tyachivka. Pray
for their 3 foster
kids.

Pray for Brad
Schelling and
students meeting
with First Priority
groups finishing out
their school year.
Pray for
opportunities to
share the gospel in
their clubs.

Maurice Reformed Mission Prayer Guide
Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

Friday
3

Saturday
4

Pray for the kids and
leaders in their final
Jr Gap & Sr RCYF
night. Pray that
God’s Spirit will lead
through His Words
of love, guidance
and direction in
finishing out the
school year.

Pray for Hope
Haven as they
meet the needs of
people they
serve. Pray the
Day Hab group
meeting at MRC.
Pray for ways we
can support and
encourage them.

Pray for wisdom
and guidance for
Steve and Tara
Dekkers to train
new teams going
out to share the
Good News. Pray
for unity and
endurance in the
training process.

Pray with Meggan
& Pavlos and
their expanding
church. Pray for
the leadership as
they grow, and
for greater impact
in their
discipleship
programs.

7

8

9

10

11

Pray for Deb
Rensink as she
counsels women
and children in
crisis and her
more recent role
as chaplain in the
Billy Graham
rapid response
team in
Nebraska.

Praise God with
Jonathan & Erin
Haverdink for God’s
work seen in
spiritual growth of
their UNI Bible Study
groups. Pray for
students to see the
big picture and plan
for God’s glory and
His people.

Pray for healing
for Mark & Deb
Wilson in
Cambodia after
ongoing illnesses.
Pray also for their
work with
students and
colleagues at the
Bible college.

Pray for Disaster
response teams
around the world
to be sensitive to
those who are
hurting and to
share God’s love
in ways helpful
for those in need.

Pray for safety
and health for
Brian Renes and
the Bible
translators he
works with
around the world.
Pray for open
doors for new
countries and
new languages.

12

13

14

15

16

Pray for those
who struggle with
Mental Illnesses,
and feel isolated,
bullied, rejected,
and marginalized.
Pray for ways
they can feel
supported, and be
encouraged to
live well.

Pray for the S family
in SE Asia, in being
able to maintain
their own spiritual
growth and Sabbath
times. Pray also for
their visas, for their
partner Rudy, and
next steps in
business/ministry.

Pray with S & A
for the Marma
pastors trained in
Acts stories to
remain true to
their work. Pray
for freedom from
distractions; “not
fear of man, not
sickness, not
laziness, not
anything.”

Pray for healing for
Aichatou Johnson as
she continues to
struggle with mental
illness. Pray for
Tom’s leadership in
spiritual training for
the Many Hands for
Haiti staff in
conducting spiritual
care for program
participants.

Pray for children
at the Open Door
orphanage with
Paradise Bound.
Pray for healing
and Christ’s love
to be felt through
the hands that
care for them.

17
Pray for
deepening
relationships of
new believers in
Prayer groups
and House
churches of
Paradise Bound
ministries. Pray
that they know
HIM deeper, and
share HIS love.

19

20

21

22

23

24

Pray for Amistad,
as they minister
to the Hispanic
community. Pray
for spiritual
growth within
leadership and
members.

Pray for Pastor Wick
and our care team
leaders as they
minister to those
with medical needs
and their families
and caregivers.

Pray for blessing
on those who
come to the Life
Tree ministry of
CANA, that they
may feel Christ’s
love as they
gather and meet.

Pray for safety of
our mission partners
serving in politically
unrestful locations.
Pray for the doors of
the gospel to remain
open.

Pray for the
ministry of Words
of Hope as they
bring the news of
God’s love around
the world through
radio.

Pray for the Snack
Pack programs as
they meet needs
related to hunger
and finances. Pray
for kids, as this
program ends for
the summer

26

27

Pray for the High
School seniors as
they graduate and
step into their
next stage in life.
Pray that God
remains a priority,
and they depend
on Him.

Thank God for
veterans who have
served and who
have given their
lives for our
freedom.

28

29

30

31

Pray for the
ministry of the
Genesis and
Family Crisis
Center as they
meet needs of
women and
children in crisis.

Pray for our kids as
they finish school
this week. Pray for
families to be able to
have quality time
together. Pray for
opportunities to
grow in your faith &
reach out to others.

Pray for wisdom
and Christ’s love
in ATLAS staff, as
they meet with
people with
financial or
relationship
issues.

Pray for our
summer ministry
at MRC and the
preparation of
VBS this summer.
Pray for the
volunteers and
children who will
come.

18
Pray for the work
of World Renew
in helping after
flooding disasters.
Pray for first
responders as
they assess
needs, and for
those who are
now homeless.

25
Pray for the
growing number
of refugees
around the
world. Pray for
God’s Spirit to
work in their
struggles.

“BUT IN EVERYTHING, BY PRAYER AND PETITION, WITH THANKSGIVIGING,
PRESENT YOUR REQUESTS TO GOD.” PHIL. 4:6

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

6:20 Jr. GAP
7:50 Sr. High

8:15 AM
Fellowship
Through Fitness

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

9:30 AM Worship
Pastor Ross

8:30 AM
Fellowship
Through Fitness

9 AM Staff
Meeting

2 PM Golden
Hour Bible
Study

8:15 AM
Fellowship
Through Fitness

5:30 PM Recycled
Teens at Crazy
Bob’s Only Bar &
Grill—Inwood

9:00 Walk for
Mental Health
Awareness—
Central Park,
Sioux Center

16

17

18

*Depression

10:45 SS

1-5 pm Stitches
of Love

6:30 PM Sr. High
Alaska Mission Trip
Meeting

12—Happy Mother’s Day! 13

14
9 AM Staff
Meeting

*Identity in Christ

8:30 AM
Fellowship
Through Fitness

19

20

21

9:30 AM Worship
Pastor Ross

7 PM Faith Bible
Study

9 AM Staff
Meeting

27

28

9:30 AM Worship
Pastor Ross

*Suicide & Self Harm

26—Senior Sunday
9:30 AM Worship
Pastor Ross
5:30 PM Memorial
Service at Maurice
Village Park

6 PM 8th Grade
Supper

15

TULIP FESTIVAL WEEKEND

6:30 PM
Consistory
7:30 PM Good
News Bible Study Meeting

9 AM Staff
Meeting

22

23

24

25
6:30 AM Elder’s
Breakfast

29

30

31

